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march, had since been a perpetual thorn in the flesh, Arta-
xerxes who, by the way, like any good sultan, murdered
various relations to reach the throne, recovered the Nile valley
mainly by the use of mercenaries.

Alexander, therefore, when he set out to tackle and over-
throw the empire of Persia was not, as we have seen,
quite the' little David' which he is sometimes made out. The
eastern colossus had been dwindling for nearly a century, and
the Great King was no longer more than the' titular Emperor
of contumacious satraps, and the ever-rebelling provinces of
western Asia'. Nevertheless his actual conquest was perhaps
the most important turning-point in universal history. For
the East, both as a geographical area and a separate social
idea, having already lost its mystery now lost its meaning.
Many years later there was a partial recovery and the
influence of Western ideas was largely discarded, but by that
time returning Europeans had brought with them more than
the elements of Eastern culture, and disseminated it through-
out the circle of lands accepted as the dwelling of civilized
man.